
 

Environmental Impact Reduction of Calcium Chloride w/BOOST*. 

Request to be added to the MiDeal “Green” Product List. 
 

In the northern U.S. and Canada, snow and ice control operations are essential to ensure the 

safety, mobility and productivity of winter highways, where the driving conditions are often 

worsened by the inclement weather. These maintenance activities offer direct benefits to the 

public such as fewer accidents, improved mobility and reduced travel costs. They also offer 

indirect benefits such as sustained economic productivity, reduction in accident claims and 

continued emergency services. 

 

MDOT maintenance division has used Calcium Chloride w/BOOST* exclusively for deicing 

operations since 2007. The application rate of 25 gallons/lane-mile for deicing corresponded to a 

dry weight of 97 lb./lane-mile. Compared to the prewetted salt rate of 250 lbs./lane-mile, the 

environmental impact of salt is reduced 61 percent.  

 

The corrosion inhibiting aspect of Calcium Chloride w/BOOST* reduce equipment maintenance 

by preventing or minimizing rusting of the truck hoppers, spinners, and other parts. These 

corrosion reductions are passed along to motorist as reduced exposure to chlorides during travel. 

Calcium Chloride w/BOOST* also reduces total chlorides in the environment by reducing the 

amount of salt used for deicing, as much as 38% has been proven in studies conducted by 

MDOT. Sand reduction was 78%, reducing impact to rivers, lakes and streams.  

Indirect costs (travel delay costs) should also be considered. 

 
In Michigan alone, over 1 million tons of salt is applied to roads and highways each winter season. 

By using Calcium Chloride W/BOOST*, 30% or 300,000 tons of salt can be removed from the 

environment. This is compounded by reductions in sand, fueled used by road agencies and motorist 

delays during winter storms that add to fuel use. 

 

As a result of this reduced impact on the environment, Great Lakes Chloride is asking that Calcium 

Chloride w/BOOST* be added to the Green category on the MiDeal products list. 

  


